MEMORIAL WINDOWS
and other
MEMORIALS

of

ST. JOHNS UNITING CHURESSENDON
Establishecas St. John Presbyterian Churt852

By Bob Chalmers



ST. JOHNS UNITING CHURCH ESSENEIAIN GLASS WINDOWS AND OTMERIORIALS

The St. Johns Presbyterian Church was established in
1852 and worship from 1853 to 1858 was conducted
in a wooden building which had been erected on or
near the site of the present Sunday School building
in late 1852 and opened in March 1853.

In 185758 abluestone church was erected on the
eastern side of the two acre church site, on the land
now occupied by the brick manse. Tennis courts
were established on the corner block where our
magnificent church now stands.

Moves to erect a new church were first oted

during the short ministry of Rev. H. W. Burridge who
followed the 33 year reign of Rev. Alexander
Stewart, and came to fruitioduring the ministry of
Rev. Dr. &. Hunter.

Plans for a new brick churtb seat 530 persons

were approved by the congratjon on June 30

1924 and the Finance Committee was asked to
report on methods of raising the required £10,000 to
erect the church.

During 1926 a Committee comprising Dr. Hunter, Dr.

John Fleming, Messrs Alex Fraser, A. Downie, R.
Russell, J. Boyne, T..McNaught, A. H. Price and E.
Richard, appointed by the Board, approved detailed
plans and sketchedrawn up by architects Messrs
Tompkins Brothers and tenders were called for the
erection of a red brick building with a slate or tile
roof and facing of alker or red brick. The new
building to be erected on the site of the present

tennis court (78 Annual Report for Year Ended*31
December 1926)

Tenders closed on February®21927 and the tender
of Mr. JohnJordan was accepted.
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without a spire £7789 and a spire for an additional
£1250 if ordered within 6 months.

The Foundation Stone was laid by the Governor of
Victoria, Lord Somers, on Saturday May 2927.

Calls were made for those interested inviteg
memorial windows installed in the new church in
memory of loved ones.

Early interestame from Mrs. Holmes of Lincoln
Road, in memory of her father and moth&ravid

and Mary Blacknd

Rev. Dr. S. H. Hunter & Mrs. Hunter, to the memory
of their infantson.

Rev. Dr. Hunter made an impassioned plea to the
Congregation to strive to raise the extra amount of
£1250 so that a spire could be built, and a special
fund was launched which proved to be successful.

The Church Spire was built as a Memoriah® t

Young Men of the St. Johns Congregation who made
the Supreme Sacrifice during the Great War (3914
1918.

The Dedication of the new church and memorials
was conducted on Decembed 1927 coinciding

with the 78" Anniversary of the St. Johns Church.



THEMEMORIAL WINDOWS AND PLAQUES

Entering the Church building through the main doors
we stand in the porch or vestibule.

The windowfacing north depicts an image of Christ
in a field of lilies and was donated by Gertrude Nott
to the memory other mother,Lily Rosalinda Nott

who died 13/7/1951.

oConsider the lilies of the figld

To the right of the window is a brass plaque
dedicated to the memory dfirs. Wm Learmonth
who died on 5/9/1904 aged 88 years.

For 50 years a membef the St. Johns Chth.

William and Elizabeth Learmonth arrived in

Melbourne in about 1854 and operated a bakery in
Mount Alexander Road, south of the Moonee Ponds
Junction. This became better known in later years as
Ovens Bakery. Mrs. Walter Ovens and Mrs

Learmonth were isters. The bakery was later

2LISNI GSR o0& 21 ftGSNI hgSyaqQ
William and Thomas Learmonth lived in a large
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near the Puckle Street railway gates.
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On the right hand side of the memorial window is a
largebrass plague in memory &ev. W. H. Waters
who was the minister at St. Johns from 1929

1942, following the Ministry of Dr. Hunter.

Another brass plaguadjacent to the tower room
recognises the contribution dtev. Samuel Fowler
Hunter, the Minister wo was responsible for the
oversight of the new church as Minister 1923. It
wasgifted by the Congregatioand unveiledn
1980.

Two smaller plaques in the porch are in memory of
(1) Mrs. Lydia Cameron and grandson, Roy
Cameron WalkerMr and Mrs. C. HValker donated
the chimes in their memory. They were dedicated on
August 18 1950. RoyCameron Walker served in the
RAAF anevaskilled in action in WW2.

and
(2) Arthur Norman Drayton(18891948) Leader of
GKS ,2dzy3 aSyQa .AofS

Norm Drayton operated the hardware business on
the corner of Leake Street and Mount Alexander
w2l R
by Ray Forshaw, who was also connected to the St.
Johns Presbyterian Church.

ENTERING THE CHURGOUTHAISLE

The windws in the nave on the south side of the
church are as follows:
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The first pair

¢Be Thou Faithfuinto Death and | will Give Thee a
Crown of Lifé

W. J. Mountain Jnr

Killed in Action at Ypres, Belgium 1917

W. J. Mountain was a son of WilliamhddVountain,
Essendon Ward Councillor 182908 and 19121,
Mayor of Essendon 19602 and 191718. The family
f AOSR |
Street, north of Lincoln Road. A prominent Essendon
family.Mountain Street is named after them.

Lieut. Harold Carlyle Parker
37" Battalion

Died at Armetieres
30/1/1917 aged 25

H. C. Parker was born in Elsternwick in 1892 to
Robert Grainger Parker and Eva Evans. He was listed
in the 1917 Electoral Roll as a saten, living at 34
Locke Street.
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The next pair

Edward Rowe

died Polygoiwood, Belgium
20¢9¢ 1917

A have finished my course

Edward McGill
died PolygoiWood, Belgium

NB & ACRefile® S A Vy 2 dzD 1 | B 836 1917

AWe are more than Conquereérs

These two young men diezh the same day and in

the same battle.

Edward Rowe was a clerk, the only son of James
Rowe and Janet Fleming Ross who were living at 38
Robb Street when he was called to serve his Country.
He was born in Flemington in 1892.

Edward McGillvas the eldest so of Edward

Howden McGill and Agnes Isabella Paterson of
(Braesidé > NB g a i SNI HewasStdrin >
in Essendon in 1889.
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The third pair of windows in the nave (south side)
wasdedicated to the memory of infants




James Gibson Hunter
beloved son of Rev. S. F. Hunter & Mrs Hunter
27¢ 4 ¢ 1920 Aged 4 years 1 month

&Jesus Called a Little Child Unto #im

In Memory ofEthel May

on 22/11/1896, aged 5 and
Beatrice Victoria

on 29/4/1925 aged 27
Dearly Loved Daughters of
F. W. and E. G. Glide

dLove Faileth Never

Rev. S. F. Hunter was called to St. Johns from
Oamaru, New Zealand in 1923 following the death of
Rev. H. W. Burridge in December 1922. His baby son
died shortly before leaving New Zealand.

Frederick William Glide and Elizabeth MamjdRose
were living on Kensington Hill when their baby
daughter, Ethel May, died in hospital in 1896.
Eldest daughter, Beatrice Victoria, died in 1925 at
the age of 27. Her married name was Judd.

THE SOUTH TRANCEPT

The window in the corner
contains theoriginal yellow
glass and has not been
utilised as a memorial.

The frst Pair of Windows in the South Tsspt

Isa Maude
Wife of C. ABridgford
1925

GAngels Beckon Me
Nearer My God to Thée

Charles Augustus Bridgford was a prominent
businessman and gbping agent who lived in Mount
Alexander RoadEssendonHe married Isa Maude
Russell in West Melbourne in 1896.

Alfred John Nott

died 9¢ 12¢ 1940

Aged 73

Donated by his wife and daughter

GThe Baptism of Our Lord in the Jorélan

Alfred John Nott was an gipian. He married Lily
Rosalind Von Weihen in South Australia in 1894 and
later moved to 11 Kiora Street, Essendon. His only
surviving daughter, Gertrude Maude Nott, gifted this
window in late 1949, one of the last to be gifted.
Alfred Nott was an elderfdhe church from 19210
1940. The window wasweiled on July 291951

Second Pair of WindowsSouth Transept

William Clive RichardsofCpl 58/59)
Killed in Action at Salamanka, New Guinea
August 91943p 5 SLIA OG &

a{ld> aAiOK
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Yo {Shepherd

Clive Richardson was born in 1916, a son of church

elder, John Francis Richardson and Maggie Reid It was dedicated totie memory ofCharles Henry
Robertson. He was a very good sportsman and a Woods It was donated to the South Essendon
member ofSt. Johns Champich Grade Cricket Methodist Church by the Directors of R. J. Gilbertson

Teamofthelate36s |t &2 O2F OKAY 3 UafdSo hnly Eeaic%écpoy Be9. IH Y0P Frederick on
He grew up irthe Sunday School and Youth Groups  geptember 1% 1933 as part of theSouth Essendon

of the church. Methodist Jubilee Celebrations.

This window was dedicated on February" 1940. It was installed at St. Johns on Novemb8r1983.

C. H. Woods served his church for 50 years and was
the Superintendent of the South Essendon
Methodist Sunday School for 45 years. He died on
October 18' 1929. He laid the foundation stone of
the Sunday &hool building.

In Memory of

John G Lang

Member of St. Johns Session 1908
Beloved Session Clerk 1925

oHe had passion in hén

Unveiled and dedicated on 6/9/1936 bys son, Rev bhz [9¢Q{ w9¢! wb ¢h ¢19
Stewart Lang who was occupying the pulpit.

NORTH AISLE
THE GOOD SHEPHERD WINDOW
o . R L Window Pair
aL Y U0KS B22R { KSLKSNR GL Y GKS . NBFR 2F [ATS¢
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This window was removed from the South Essendon
Methodist Church when it was being soéhd Dedicated to the memory of thBeter and
temporarilyplaced in storage Macgregor Families



when it formed in 872. He later became the first
President and first Life Member of the V.F.L. He was
an outstanding sportsman and was the patron of
many local organizationsle, like his father, was a
director of the McCracken Brewery which was taken
over by CUB in 1907lexander McCrackemarried
Mary Peck, a daughter of John Murray Peck, and in
188990 built a mansion of 43 rooms in Woodland

{ GNBSG ¢ KA OKNoghPark. Hiy'fatees, | &
Robert, was Treasurer of St. John Church for 19
years from 1863 to 1881. The Kracken family as
one of the most respected and influential families in
Essendon.
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William David Peter and his wife Isabella Morrison
were livingin East Brighton when their two children,
Mary (b 1861) and William (b 1863) were born. In

1882 Mary married Andrew Macgregor in Brighton.
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William DavidPeterhad purchased land north of the
football groundas early a4879. Part of it was sold

to Thomas earmonth, and on the eastern section he
retainedhed dzA f (T KA & t BNISWRhBH AXKS
was valued at £7450 whatied on November 29th

1889 The MacGregor family and the Peter family

lived together in the family mansion in Brewster

Street. The sale dfis property led to the formation

of Peterleigh Grove.
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Middle Pair of Windows: North Aisle

GL Y GKS wSadINNBOUAZ2Y | YBRASSKHPEAQUEeERA window pairs 1 & 2
aL Y GKS [A3IKOG 2F GKS 2 2NI R¢
OErected by the Congregation in acknowledgment of

In memory ofAlexander McCracken the generous bequest by whibtrs. Pigdonenabled

North Park, Essendon them to meet the greater paxf the cost of

died 15¢ 8 ¢ 1915 aged 59 years. Syt FNBAYy3 (KS OKdzZNDK Ay ™)
Alexander McCracken was born in Melbourne in MargaretMcCracken was born in Flemington in

1856, a son of brewer Robert McCracken and 1859, the eldest daughter of Robert McCracken and

al NBI NBU Aiba/ @ KS2&F & SR dzOkatgaret Handah. In 1890 she married James

Scotch College and while still a schboy, became Clelland Pigdon. In 1894 she made a generous

the first Secretary of the Essendon Football Club



donation to the churchio enable the old bluestone Margaret McCracken (nee Hannah) was the wife of
building to be enlarged. She died at the age of 36. w20SNIIi aO/ N O1Syod {MsE f A DS
in Flemington and the marriage resultedeight

children, three of whom died in early childhood.

Margaret died in 1905. The previous year she laid

the foundation stone to the Sunday School

extensions, towards which she made a sizeable
contribution.

Third pair of windowsc North Aisle

GL Y §KSLIKSNR E

BRASS PLAQIEetween window pairs 2 & 3

aLy asS Wardghiet MeGrackenrelict of Robert
McCracken Esg. Who died39.905 aged 74 years.
For over 40 years a consistenember of the church,
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Dedicated to the memory ddugald McPhail and his
wife Isabella Falconerin whose home the first
Presbyterian Service was held

Placed bytheir daughter, Jane Hughes.

Dugald McPhail was one of the earliest residents of
Essendon. In 1849 he wiemsing land owned by
WEYSa w20SNIaz2y of I)iveNI | Y2
he brought Rev. Irving Hetherington from Scots

Church, Melbourne, to his barn to conduct services

Erected by the Congregation



in Doutta Galla,. He was among the first elders and First pairof windowsin the Northern Transept
served the church for just shioof 50 years until his

death in 1901. DarTieI and Lillias .McPhaiI .
A tribute from their daughter, Nellie
Pair of Windowsc North Transept (facing east) Ao am the Way and the Truth and the Light
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To the memory of

Arthur Henry Price This Memorial Window was dedicated on
18751940 29/6/1947. 1t was unvééd by Mr. Donald Junor and
The gift of his wife and family dedicated by Rev. T. G. Allan. Mr. McPhail died in
oPeace, Perfect Peace Yarrawonga on 21/1/1911 and Mrs. McPhail at

. R . .. ., Essendonon3/11/1928. Miss JemimalenMcPhail _
' NIKAZN | SYNE  t NROS aba U KRelimat@proliddiin Ref willtd et thé o R 2 8

Building Committee that was responsible for the of the window in memory of heparents. She died
erection of the new churctHe was aMember of the 7/8/1943. She joined St. Johns in 194rid was

Church Boaraf Managemenfrom 1915 to 1936. actively involved in th&uild PWMUand other
This window was unveiled and dedicated at the f I RASH40O INP dzLja @
morning servie of 27/11/1949 (St. Andrews Day)



BRASS PLAQUE
In Loving Memory of Robert Russell

Robert Russelb coachbuilder by traddiyed in52
Lincoln Road. He was Elder of the church for 46
years (1899 to 1945)

This window was dedicated on February'1I®49. It
was gifted by Mrs. Russell (Frances Alice Stewart)
YR 2y f & inarnfoly of odr esiegmed
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oFollow me and | will make you Fishered €

Pair ofWindow Facing the Organ
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In Memory ofDr. John Fleming

The gift of his wife, children and parents. 1938

Dr. John Fleming was an outstanding organist and
often played the organ at St. Johns on aumthry
olarao

He was a member of the Board of Management from
192022 and an Elder from 19233. His knowledge

of the organ was called upon when the organ was
being transferred from the old church to the we
building in 1927. He was the first organist of the
Aberfeldie Masonic Lodge and his organ was used in
the Masonic Temple for many yedddlowing his

death. (Unveiled 27/2/1938 by his soRobert.)

TWIN WINDOWSIN THE APSE

MY EATHER AND MOTHER
PRESENTED BY THEIR DAL

GLY [2@Ay3 aSY2NE 2Davidye
and Mary Black

Presented.by their daughter Mary Holmes 1927.
Fesqieqpy 1helr gayahter Mary Hol

DavidBlackandhis wifeMary Niven raised a family

of six children in Emerald Hill between 1856 and
1865 (two dying in infancy or early childit)oThe
family moved to Essendon in the mid 1870s and took
up residence imLauristort (17 Lincoln RogdDavid

|ARloch FoBid R A &y . &5 & 4 i SBIaCcksefvRgS thegBoard of Management for a

short period during the ministry of William
Groundwater Fraser (187B8).He died on May 23

T I



1897 and his wife passed away on Marcl 1898.
Daughter, Mary Holmes, responded to a request for
amemorial window in 1924, but died in 1926 before
the windows were unveiled and dedicated.

THEPIPEORGAN

The first pipe organ, a Fuller organ with the old
tracker action, was installed in the old bluestone
church in 1899 at a cost of £350.

When the present church was built in 19%ié Fuller
Organ was remodelled and enlarged to suit the
bigger church by the firm Geo. Fincham & Sansdl.
the action was conwged to the then modern
tubular pneumatic. This action involved the
introduction of numerous lead tubes leading from
the keys to the pipe valves which allowed air to
enter the pipes and so create the organ notes.
The remodelling cost £1200, and Incorpocte
additional stops ad couplers as recommended by
Dr. John Fleming or Ardoch Tower

St. Johns has been bsegiwith many great
organists, among them Peter Nicholls. A plague on
the organ reads

oDedicated to the memory &feter NichollsIn
appreciationof his service as Organist 1988 and
198997.

Official Organists of St. Johns are recorded

192731 J. DeanAWells
193250 E. RhysEvans
195052 lan Thomas
195360 James Gawne
196178 Peter Nicholls
197988 Les Roberts OAM
198997 Peter Nicholls
19972006 Rod Junor

THE EASTERN WINDQWHE LAST SUPPER

The magnificent window on the eastern wall
RSLIAOUAY3I a¢KS [ I &dGRey. dzLILIS I
Alexander Stewart.

dn Loving Memory of Rev. Alexander Stewart M.A.
Minister of St. Johns 1887 pH n P €

Rev Alexandebtewart, from The Leigh, Geelong,
was called to St. Johrise years aftethe departure
of Rev. William Groundwater Fraser. He was
inducted on November 291887, and remained at
St. Johns for 33 yeande served a term as
Moderator of the Presbyteria@hurch of Victoria in
1907. He died on October 171924, and did not live
to see the opening of the new church.







